
 
 

2019 PA Youth Survey (PAYS) for Lancaster County  
Alcohol and Other Drug Trends  

 
The following tables provide data on youth use of alcohol and other drugs. State and county data were collected via the 2019 Pennsylvania Youth 
Survey (PAYS) for 6th, 8th, 10th, and 12th graders.  Lancaster County participation included 72 out of 80 schools in 17 out of 17 school districts: 11,633 valid 
surveys total. 
 

National comparison data is drawn from the 2019 Monitoring the Future Survey, conducted annually on a nation-wide basis by the Survey Research 
Center at the University of Michigan.  
 
 
   LIFETIME USE (Indicates experimentation with substances) 
 

 
SUBSTANCE 

L A N C A S T E R  C O U N T Y  P A U S 
Grade 6 

% 
Grade 8 

% 
Grade 10 

% 
Grade 12 

% 
All Grades 

% 
All Grades 

% 
Grade 8 

% 
Grade 12 

% 

Alcohol 17.7 29.4 42.7 52.6 34.1 41.0 24.5 58.5 
Vaping (any substance) -- -- -- -- -- -- 24.3 45.6 
Marijuana 1.6 7.6 18.8 25.3 12.5 17.3 15.2 43.7 
Cigarettes 2.3 5.4 9.8 13.0 7.3 10.8 10.0 22.3 
Inhalants 4.7 6.6 4.7 3.1 5.0 4.9 9.5 5.3 
Over-the-Counter Drugs 2.7 3.4 4.2 3.4 3.5 3.9 -- -- 
Prescription Pain Relievers 2.7 3.3 4.3 3.9 3.6 4.1 -- -- 
Prescription Tranquilizers 0.3 1.2 2.5 2.0 1.5 1.9 -- -- 
Prescription Stimulants 1.0 1.6 2.7 2.8 2.0 2.5 -- -- 
Heroin 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.7 0.6 

 
 
   PAST 30-DAY USE (Indicates current use of substances) 
 

 
SUBSTANCE 

L A N C A S T E R  C O U N T Y  P A U S 
Grade 6 

% 
Grade 8 

% 
Grade 10 

% 
Grade 12 

% 
All Grades 

% 
All Grades 

% 
Grade 8 

% 
Grade 12 

% 
Alcohol 3.6 7.0 14.9 22.2 11.1 16.8 7.9 29.3 
Vaping (any substance) 3.3 9.8 19.8 21.5 13.2 19.0 12.2 30.9 
Marijuana 0.8 4.0 9.9 11.8 6.4 9.6 6.6 22.3 
Cigarettes 0.5 1.0 2.5 3.7 1.8 3.5 2.3 5.7 
Inhalants 2.2 2.4 0.6 0.9 1.5 1.4 2.1 0.9 
Over-the-Counter Drugs 1.3 1.5 1.1 1.1 1.3 1.3 -- -- 
Prescription Pain Relievers 1.0 1.1 1.0 0.8 1.0 1.1 -- -- 
Prescription Tranquilizers 0.2 0.4 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.5 -- -- 
Prescription Stimulants 0.4 0.6 0.9 0.5 0.7 0.8 -- -- 
Heroin 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.3 

 
 
 
 

   FULL REPORT 
   Rates of use of other substances are low but are still a concern.  
 

   Find the full 2019 PAYS for Lancaster County report here. 
 

 
Addiction Resource Center @Compass Mark 

         1891 Santa Barbara Dr, Ste 104 
         Lancaster, PA  17601 

(717) 299-2831 

https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Juvenile-Justice/Pages/Pennsylvania-Youth-Survey-(PAYS).aspx
https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Juvenile-Justice/Pages/Pennsylvania-Youth-Survey-(PAYS).aspx
http://monitoringthefuture.org/data/19data.html#2019data-drugs
https://www.compassmark.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PAYS_Lancaster_2019.pdf
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