
      Fact Sheet #56 
 

2005 Lancaster County Youth Drug & Alcohol Use- PAYS  
 
The following tables provide data on youth use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs (ATOD). Lifetime 
Prevalence-of-Use (Table 1) is a good measure of youth experimentation, while Past 30 Day Prevalence-
of-Use (Table 2) is a good measure of current substance use among youth. Lancaster County and 
Pennsylvania state data was collected by administration of the Pennsylvania Youth Survey (2005). 
National comparison data is drawn from the Monitoring the Future Survey, conducted annually on a 
nation-wide basis by the Survey Research Center of the Institute for Social Research at the University of 
Michigan.  
 
 Table 1: Lifetime Prevalence-of-Use by grade (indicates experimentation with substances) 

Lancaster County Pennsylvania U.S. Nationwide  
 
Substance 

8th 
% 

10th 

% 
8th 
% 

10th 

% 
8th 
% 

10th 

% 
Alcohol 49.6 68.5 52.9 74.8 41.0 63.2
Cigarettes 20.7 32.5 20.4 38.8 25.9 38.9
Smokeless Tobacco 3.7 10.7 5.4 16.0 10.1 14.5
Marijuana 8.3 22.8 7.7 25.2 16.5 34.1
Inhalants 12.3 10.5 10.9 10.8 17.1 13.1
Cocaine 1.4 4.4 0.8 4.3 3.7 5.2
Crack Cocaine 1.6 1.9 1.0 2.7 2.4 2.5
Heroin 0.7 1.2 0.4 1.0 1.5 1.5
Hallucinogens 1.7 5.4 1.4 4.9 3.8 5.8
Methamphetamine 0.8 2.0 0.6 2.4 3.1 4.1
Ecstasy 1.7 3.8 1.3 4.5 2.8 4.0
Steroids 1.5 1.9 1.1 1.6 1.7 2.0
Any Illicit Drug Other than Marijuana 14.6 16.5 12.3 16.3 12.1 18.0

 
Table 2: Past 30-Day Prevalence-of-Use by grade (indicates current use of substances) 

Lancaster County Pennsylvania U.S. Nationwide  
 
Substance 

8th 
% 

10th 

% 
8th 
% 

10th 

% 
8th 
% 

10th 

% 
Alcohol 14.4 31.5 14.5 36.5 17.1 33.2
Binge Drinking* 6.2 15.5 6.7 19.6 NA NA
Cigarettes 7.6 13.9 6.4 18.4 9.3 14.9
Smokeless Tobacco 1.2 4.1 2.4 8.7 3.3 5.6
Marijuana 3.6 11.1 3.5 12.0 6.6 15.2
Inhalants 3.8 3.0 3.9 4.1 4.2 2.2
Cocaine 0.5 1.3 0.3 1.4 1.0 1.5
Crack Cocaine 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.7
Heroin 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.5
Hallucinogens 0.6 1.8 0.4 1.8 1.1 1.5
Methamphetamine 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.6 0.7 1.1
Ecstasy 0.6 1.0 0.5 0.8 0.6 1.0
Steroids 0.5 0.8 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6
Any Illicit Drug Other than Marijuana 5.0 6.1 4.7 6.9 4.1 6.4
*Defined as drinking five or more drinks in a row within the past two weeks 
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